
The bipartisan Recovering America’s Wildlife Act is out of
committee in both houses of Congress and supporters are gearing
up for a huge national push to get it across the finish line in May! 
 
If passed, it will provide $1.3 billion in annual funding to states and
tribes for projects that help stabilize at-risk fish and wildlife species
and protect wildlife habitats. Roughly $50 million per year would
be available to fund projects in Texas. Each state’s wildlife agency
would distribute the funds to nonprofit organizations, government
agencies, researchers, private landowners, and other entities to
support wildlife habitat acquisition and restoration, research, some
recreation and education projects, and other conservation
initiatives that help protect Species of Greatest Conservation Need.
 
Roughly one-third of all wildlife species are declining or facing
serious threats. Past success in restoring imperiled species has
shown that conservation funding is vital in saving wildlife. This bill
may be the most important thing we can do for wildlife in this
decade!
 
Now is the time to contact the US Senators from Texas, John
Cornyn, (972) 239-1310, and Ted Cruz, (214) 599-8749, and YOUR
Member of Congress (see who represents you at
https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home). Ask them to vote YES for the
Recovering America’s Wildlife Act!

David Gray and Nancy Bateman have been
with TCA for about 30 years. They joined in
the 1990s as part of the battle to keep the
toll road out of the Trinity River floodway.
 
David eventually found himself elected as
chairman of TCA's board of directors and
Nancy worked on several TCA projects and
campaigns. She edited the Forest Reform
Network newsletter and conducted eco-
education projects with community college
students through the Rachel Virden Hulscher
Outreach Program. David continued his
advocacy work, volunteering with the Trinity
River Corridor Citizens Committee until 1998
when he was elected chairman of the Save
the Trinity River Coalition. He also served as
a leader of the Trinity Vote campaign.
 
David and Nancy were awarded TCA's
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014 for
exemplary service to the organization. They
are members of TCA's Legacy Giving Circle
and have chosen to include TCA as a
beneficiary of their estate plan because
"TCA is all about preserving and protecting
our natural heritage and resources. An
organization as effective as TCA needs to be
endowed to carry on its important work well
into the future."

LET'S PASS RECOVERING AMERICA'S
WILDLIFE ACT THIS SPRING!

 

Texas Conservation Alliance educates Texans and builds alliances to enhance and
sustain wildlife habitat and protect our land, air, and water for future generations.

WE ARE TCA

David Gray Nancy Bateman

https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home


TCA’s mission calls us to “educate Texans and to build alliances to
enhance and sustain wildlife habitat…” and we’re doing just that
through a new program, Texas Conservation Action Team 
 (TXCAT). Communities across the state have enthusiastically
embraced the program and as a result, we’ve exceeded first-year
expectations with Texans taking action to restore forests, rewild
prairies, deliver darker/safer skies for migrating birds, and repair
Texas waterways by removing litter pollution.

TCA has welcomed over 1300 volunteers into hands-on wildlife
conservation. For many, it was their first experience helping save
Texas wildlife and wild places; in fact few had ever said the word,
“conservation” much less been invited into the work. In just one
year, TXCAT has become a core component of delivering TCA’s
mission and reflecting our resolve that every Texan have a place
in conservation. 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
MACK TURNER

Our TCA mission says we “enhance
and sustain wildlife habitat” for future
generations. Another way of putting it
is that TCA helps to heal wildlife and
wildlife helps to heal us. (I can
personally attest that nature has
gotten me through some pretty tough
times.) This mission has been the 50-
year legacy of TCA and one of the
main reasons we look forward to the
next 50 years.
 
Over the last year and a half, TCA has
restored wildlife habitat by planting
25,971 native plants and trees,
removing 16,570 pounds of litter from
creeks and rivers, rescuing 220 birds
injured in collisions with buildings, and
erecting 46 wood duck boxes. This has
been done by team members working
with the 1,733 Texas volunteers who
participated in our conservation
events. Many of these volunteers have
told us their experience with TCA has
been uplifting and fulfilling. 
 
You can help advance TCA's mission
by going to TCA’s events page to sign
up for one of our fun and rewarding
restoration projects. You’ll be helping
heal wildlife, so wildlife will be around
to heal us over the coming decades.

TEXAS CONSERVATION ACTION
TEAM: MISSION POSSIBLE

UPCOMING TCA EVENTS

Jun 11 Restore Habitat at Ned &
Genie Fritz Texas Buckeye Trail

Apr 30 Guided Walk in Davy
Crockett National Forest

May 28 Brazos River Clean-up

Jun 4 Protect Pollinators at
Turtle Creek Park

RSVP at www.tcatexas.org/tca-events

Save the Date!
TCA Annual Meeting, Saturday, Oct 22,

Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center, Athens, TX.
 

Details forthcoming. We hope to see you there!

May 21 Restore Wildlife
Habitat at Connemara
Meadow Nature Preserve

https://www.tcatexas.org/event-details/take-action-protect-pollinators-with-tca-and-turtle-creek-conservancy
https://www.tcatexas.org/event-details/take-action-protect-and-restore-wildlife-habitat-at-connemara-meadow-nature-preserve


ADOPT TODAY AT
 TCATEXAS.ORG/SHOP

Sondra Wilson
Ellen Buchanan
Gary Barton
Mike Coker
David Gibson
John Hirschi
Edward Westmeyer
Bob Boggus
John Maxstadt

Genie Fritz
Mack Turner
Catherine Turner
Janice Bezanson
Richard LeTourneau
Peggy Carr
Richard & Bonnie Donovan
Mary A. Van Kerrebrook
Steve Bender &
  Geralyn Hoey
Tom Craddock
Jim & Jane Shouse
Susan B. Schmidt
Allyn & Cliff Dukes
Earl & Lonnie Matthew
Lydia Saldaña
David & Wendy Todd

Justin Lannen
Kirk & Leslie Winemiller
Catherine Worley
Susan Petersen
Warren Pruess
Randy Parten
Molly Van Ort
Kathleen Irvin
Diane Galloway
Jenna Hanson
Betsy Ellis
Sandra & Bill Lewis
Rob & Sahar Sea
Randy Rodgers
George Watson
Zeshan & Puja Segal
Susan Myers 

Ben Jones
Suzy Gekiere
David Gray &
  Nancy Bateman
Kip & Sharon Tindell
Julie Bates
Anonymous (2)
Diane Jones
Adrian Van Dellen

TCA's Careers in Conservation Internship Program is off
to a strong start having hosted a total of 17 interns over
the past five semesters. TCA interns work across the
state from Galveston to Houston to San Antonio, San
Marcos, and north to Dallas to protect and restore Texas'
wild lands and waters...even our Lone Star night sky.

Each TCA intern works closely with staff to develop and
deliver a conservation project over their 10-week tenure.
Some coordinate community prairie restoration. Some
help build grassroots coalitions. Others promote Lights
Out for Wildlife, engage new communities in
conservation, and introduce TCA to their campuses.
Projects vary, but each experience provides network-
building opportunities and professional growth. 

ADOPT AND PROTECT TEXAS WILDLIFE! 

TCA INTERNSHIP PROGAM
THRIVING

Adopt a cool Texas critter and be proud you're
helping protect and restore wildlife habitat across
the Lone Star State!

Certificate of Adoption
Fun Facts
Plushie

For $25 your Adoption Kit includes:

TCA50 SUPPORT CIRCLE

TCA interns and staff learn from one another through
shared experience, collaboration, and project co-
management - essential competencies in today's
conservation workplace. Summer internship applications
are available at https://www.tcatexas.org/internships.

TCA is stronger, better, and more effective because of
the unique contributions, perspectives, and feedback
interns provide. Each intern receives a $1000 stipend
made possible by the generous support of the TCA50
Support Circle.

https://www.tcatexas.org/shop
https://www.tcatexas.org/internships


Their Future Can Be Your Legacy
PROTECT TEXAS WILDLIFE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

For more information on TCA Legacy Giving and how you can
help secure our next 50 years, e-mail janice@tcatexas.org

TCA’s mission to protect land and wildlife for future generations will be
severely tested as we contest the permit applied for by the City of Wichita
Falls to build the proposed Lake Ringgold.
 
Lake Ringgold would permanently flood more than 16,000 acres of
productive grassland, over 1,000 acres of it extremely rare native
tallgrass prairie that’s never been plowed. Only about 1% remains of the
original tallgrass prairie where large herds of bison once roamed.
Permanently flooding 1,000 to 2,000 acres of such a rare habitat would be
an irreparable loss.
 
“The sad - and perplexing - aspect of this proposal is that the water is not
needed for water supply,” says TCA’s Janice Bezanson. “Wichita Falls has
done a stellar job of providing an adequate water supply, including
building a major water reuse/recycling facility. And the City isn’t growing
– it’s the only major Texas city that lost population in the last census.”
 
On April 13, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, which grants
or denies the permit application, sent the issue to the State Office of
Administrative Hearings to conduct a hearing on whether the project
should be permitted. TCA expects to be a party to this "contested case
hearing" and will continue to work to build alliances to protect our land,
air, and water for future generations, just as our mission charges us to do.

LAKE RINGGOLD HEADS TO CONTESTED
CASE HEARING


