
 

 

TEXAS 

CONSERVATION 

ALLIANCE 

Fall 2020 

Annual Meeting Huge Success 
 
The TCA family of members, supporters, and friends 
convened October 24 for the – first ever – virtual 
annual meeting of the Texas Conservation Alliance. 
Participants enjoyed remarks by chairman, Mack 
Turner, new executive director, Ben Jones, and 
senior policy director, Janice Bezanson. TCA 
program leaders discussed the latest news and 
developments on multiple conservation fronts 
including TCA’s national forest watchdog work, 
Neches River National Wildlife Refuge stewardship 
and support, TCA’s work to stop the damming of 
two Texas rivers for wasteful reservoirs, new 
community engagement initiatives, the latest on 
Recovering America’s Wildlife Act, and more. 
Inaugural Richard & Bonnie Donovan Awards were 
conferred upon Leo Gustafson, refuge manager of 
Neches River National Wildlife Refuge, and Wendy 

Jo Ledbetter, new director of the Big 
Thicket Association. Richard LeTourneau, 

TCA vice chair and longtime east 
Texas conservation champion, was 
honored with TCA’s Ned & Genie 
Fritz Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 

Ben reminded everyone of TCA’s 
approaching 50th anniversary in 2021 

and challenged TCA members to celebrate 
the milestone with a renewed and emboldened 
commitment to Texas conservation. “I can’t 
imagine a better gift for TCA than more action, 
more progress, more results for what we all hold 
so dear.” Ben invited the TCA family to join in 
TCA anniversary celebrations across the state in 
2021.  He said that TCA’s work in 2021, including 
events and celebrations, would be directed 
toward 10 objectives thematically organized in 
celebration of TCA’s 50 years of conservation, 
“TCA’s Take Action Targets”. Ben asked for 
everyone to join in and help. “It will take everyone 
in the TCA family to achieve these ambitious goals 
in celebration of our extraordinary conservation 
legacy.” 

Richard LeTourneau Receives 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

TCA’s Vice Chair Richard LeTourneau has 
been fighting conservation battles since 
he was a teenager. And he’s still fighting 
them. To recognize his amazing body of 
work, TCA conferred our Ned and Genie 
Fritz Lifetime Achievement Award on 
Richard at the Annual Meeting. This 
award is reserved for people close to 
TCA who have dedicated many years of 
service to protecting our state’s vital 
natural resources. 
 

Richard has served for 20 
years on the North East 

Texas Regional Water 
Planning Group, twice 
as chair.  He served 
on the task force 
that wrote Texas’ 
first wetlands plan, 
represented East 
Texas on the State 

Water Implementation 
Task Force, and has 

been an officer of TCA, 
Friends of Caddo Lake Refuge, and other 
groups.  TCA was happy to award Richard 
a beautiful handcrafted wooden paddle 
engraved with his name and the award. 

 

 



 

 

Protecting Our National Forests 
by TCA’s Larry Shelton 

  
Our state's national forests shoulder 
the lion’s share of preserving the 
biological heritage of East Texas. 
These public lands harbor an 
incredible range of biological 
diversity and provide over 600,000 

acres for outdoor recreation. As time 
goes on, these forests become 

increasingly like Noah’s Ark on a sea of 
landscape development. 

  
Over 50 years, TCA has scored huge successes in national forest 
management, but the work is always ongoing. Recent 
accomplishments include: 
  
On the Angelina National Forest, TCA kept a remnant old growth 
longleaf stand intact and protected dozens of sensitive plant 
communities on 3,000 acres. Several environmentally harmful 
logging roads were closed or re-routed, conserving fragile areas. 
TCA’s efforts continue with TCA seeking protection for an 
extensive seepage area and baygall complex on the headwaters 
of Prairie Creek and protection of a newly discovered population 
of rare nutmeg hickory. 
  
On the Davy Crockett National Forest, TCA continues to stand up 
for overall biodiversity where pine management is the 
norm.  TCA projects include advocating for an extra wide buffer 
along creeks, blocking logging of existing hardwood stands, 
protecting an entire class of stream terrace riparian areas, and 
excluding logging from a newly recorded occurrence of the 
fragrant lady’s tress orchid we located. The smell of vanilla will 
take your breath away! 
  
TCA is pushing for enhanced protection of an extensive complex 
of scenic, diverse, beech ravines on the northern Sabine National 
Forest; a swath of land adjacent to Big Slough Wilderness that 
would protect valuable white oak slopes and bottomlands. TCA is 
working to establish a conservation corridor along 10 miles of 
Piney Creek on the Davy Crockett National Forest. 
  
TCA has always prided itself on the efficiency of its operation. 
Over 20 years, our watchdog work has cost $1 to $10 per acre - 
only pennies per year. However, new threats loom on the 
horizon and we anticipate expanding our National Forest work 

soon. To stand up and champion biodiversity in 
Texas' national forests, send a check or donate 
online at TCATEXAS.org and earmark your 
donation, "TCA Fights for Forests". 

TCA 50th Anniversary Caps 
Available for Purchase 

 
Celebrate 50 years of Texas conservation success 
with a limited-edition cap commemorating TCA's 
50th anniversary. Visit www.tcatexas.org/shop to 
choose your  style and color, and TCA will thank you with 
a limited-edition cap featuring TCA's 50th anniversary logo! 

From the Chairman 
by Mack Turner 
 
Dear TCA Members and 
Friends, 
 
As we move into the 
holiday season in these 
interesting times, I want 
to send each of you a 
hearty THANK YOU! 
  
Many of you have shown 
your support for Texas 
Conservation Alliance by 
donating generously.  Your 
gifts help protect Texas 
rivers, forests, and 
prairies – ecosystems that 
support millions of animals 
and birds in our great 
state.  Your donation helps 
to defend wildlife, stop 
unneeded dams, and 
protect crucial habitat.  
Your generosity also 
educates thousands of 
Texans about the value of 
wildlife. 
  
TCA recently started an 
intern program where 
young people are 
becoming engaged in 
being good stewards of 
wildlife.  This is an 
investment in the future 
of Texas conservation, as 
is your continued support. 
You all are vital to our 
success. As always, you 
have TCA’s  commitment 
to make the most efficient 
use of your money through 
minimal overhead. Please 
join me in donating a year
-end gift to Texas 
Conservation Alliance by 
giving at TCATEXAS.ORG, 
or by mailing a check to 
TCA at P.O. Box 822554, 
Dallas, TX 75382-2554. We 
can’t do it without you. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Mack Turner 
Chairman 

 

 



 

 

Texas Conservation Careers 
 
TCA’s intern program is going strong. 
Launched with the summer legal internship 
of Rose Mercer, it has continued to grow 
this fall with three recent university 
graduates joining the program and Mei Ling 
Liu volunteering to serve as coordinator.  
Intern projects include: Lights Out Texas 
to protect migratory birds from light 
pollution, Join the BATtle campaign to 
save bat habitat, and research assistance 
for the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act.   
 
A partnership between TCA and the 

Dallas Association of Young Lawyers led to Rose Mercer’s conducting legal research for the 
City of Dallas to provide current industry resources on municipal solid waste management 
for the City’s recently-adopted Comprehensive Environmental Climate Action Plan 
(CECAP). Susan Alvarez, assistant director of the Office of Environmental Quality and 
Sustainability for the City, praised the thoroughness of Rose’s research and said it would 
help shape the update to the City’s municipal solid waste management plan. 
 
TCA is accepting applications for spring internships now and we are excited to announce 
support for an internship program in Houston. For more information on internships and 
hosting a TCA intern in your community, reach out to Ben Jones, ben@tcatexas.org or 214
-683-5824. We need conservation workforce development across Texas! 

Make a $250 donation and you 
will receive an invitation to 

help place the boxes! 
 

Sponsor by check to: 
 

Friends of the Neches River 
c/o Michael Banks 

2008 Harvard Drive 
Jacksonville, TX 75766 

Or, donate online at 
www.tcatexas.org, and write 

“wood ducks” in the comment line. 

 

TCA’s Fall semester interns gather at 

the new Patagonia store in Dallas, TX 

 



 

 

1. Prevent flooding of 50,000 acres of Texas 

wildlife habitat by unneeded river dams. 

2. Watchdog 5 national public lands in Texas 

to fight for biodiversity and propose new 

conservation designations in national forests, 

and advocate for protecting and restoring 

Big Thicket National Preserve.  

3. Establish 5 new miles of state paddling 

trail to increase access, enjoyment, and 

stewardship of the Neches and Sabine Rivers. 

4. Work to secure $50 million in annual 

federal funding to recover Texas’ wildlife 

species of greatest conservation need. 

5. Plant 50,000 trees to clean air and water, 

fight climate change, and restore forest habitat 

for endangered species. 

6. Engage TCA’s 50 member organizations with 

support, collaborations, and partnerships to 

expand collective conservation impact. 

7. Introduce 500 young Texans to conservation 

and cultivate state stewardship through TCA’s 

new Texas Conservation Action Team (TXCAT).  

8. Remove 50,000 lbs. of litter pollution from 

Texas wildlife habitat including rivers, creeks, 

bays, coasts, and estuaries.  

9. Plant 50,000 native seeds to restore Texas 

pocket prairies for Monarch butterflies, other 

imperiled pollinators, and grassland birds.  

10. Submit $500,000 in new funding proposals to 

strengthen, support, and sustain TCA embarking 

upon the next 50 years of Texas conservation. 

TCA’s Goals 

 

 

TCA Confers Richard and Bonnie Donovan Award 
  

Texas Conservation Alliance conferred the Richard and 
Bonnie Donovan Conservation Award to Wendy Jo 
Ledbetter and Leo Gustafson at TCA’s Annual 
Meeting.  Named in honor of noted author and long-time 
TCA board member Richard Donovan and his wife 
Bonnie, the award celebrates Richard and Bonnie’s 
decades-long accomplishments protecting the Neches 
River and the forests of East Texas. 
  
Recently engaged as Executive Director of the Big 
Thicket Association and long with The Nature 
Conservancy, Wendy is well known throughout Texas for 
her fine work managing the Sandylands Preserve and for 
her talent for bringing together conservationists, 
landowners, donors, forestry corporations, agency 
personnel, and other elements of the community to 
accomplish conservation goals. 
  
“I heard about Wendy a lot before I met her,” Janice 
Bezanson told attendees of the meeting.  “When people 
spoke of her it was the utmost respect and admiration, 
and also with deep affection and enthusiasm.”  
  
TCA’s Michael Banks described Leo’s exceptional work as manager of the Neches River National Wildlife 
Refuge, and the outstanding working partnership he has with the conservation community.  The sole staff 
person at the refuge, Leo has made great strides developing management plans, getting infrastructure in 
place, opening the refuge to the public.  He has worked closely with TCA, Friends of the Neches River, and 
the Friends of the Refuge to protect wildlife habitat, enhance recreational opportunities, and hold public 
events at the refuge.  Leo asked that the stipend that goes with the award be donated to the refuge’s 
“Friends” group, to support conservation projects at the refuge. 

 


